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LifeWay, 
WMU  to 
help  with 


si>EaALsrxrus 

SOKKTPMyit 

PfrrseURGH  (BP)- The 

inMnlerKxninational  Christian 
group.  In  God  We  Trust,  has 
rnllertart  motmihsn  £7.000 
signatiMB  m  petitionino  U  S. 
Pieaidant  Donald  Trump  to 
dedare  Sept.  11  an  annual 
day  <31  pravar.  (aeting.  and 
repentanoe.  Orivon  by  II 
Chrooidos  7;  14.  the  mitistM 
seeks  to  'najeeii  i  the  day' 
and  nMum  it  to  a  confidenca 
in  God.  said  Dor  Bisdt, 
foutrdar  of  the  twoyaarold 
In  God  We  Truit  mMdry  and 
pree»dent/(^  of  Comet- 
stone  Tetouieion  Network. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  entities  LifeWay 
C3iristian  Resources  and 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
CWMU)  are  offering  support 
to  victims  of  Hurricane  Har¬ 
vey  in  Texas. 

LifeWay  in  NashviDe  an¬ 
nounced  Sept.  I  that  the  or¬ 
ganization  u  preparing  to 
send  Bibles  and  resources  to 
the  Houston  area.  The  na¬ 
tional  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  and  the  WMU 
Foundation,  both  headmiar- 
tered  in  Birmingham,  nave 
announced  th^  vriU  aaaist 
hurricane  victmis  with  an 
inMa)  $5,000  HEART  (Hu¬ 
manitarian  Emeoancy  Aid 
for  Rebuilding  TOmorrow) 
Fund  grant. 

Ufimay  President  and 
CKO  Thom  S.  Rainer  said 
LifeWay  is  committed  to  serv¬ 
ing  churches  affected  by  the 
storm  and  resulting  flocking. 
That  win  initially  mean  offer¬ 
ing  support  and  assistance  to 
those  on  t)ie  ground  now. 

‘While  we  can’t  l^n  to 
understand  all  that’s  been 
lost,  we  are  supporting  the 
North  American  Mission 
Board  and  Southern  Baptist 


TEACHER  mms  PARENTS 
ArCAUF.KMOQiGARTEN 

ROCKUN.  CaW.  (BP)- A 
morthelong  debate  on  ' 
paranlal  edr^pnt  for  con¬ 
troversial  erfocetion  topics 
conteaai*  aftoc  e  GaMma 
machar  iMee- 

gartener  ae  KeitigaMbr  and 
raod  daeamates  nwr  books 
on  fnnsganderiam  A  leaet 
one  paeaia  totd  the  school 
syat^  her  daughter  M«s 
irsumstizad  by  toe  eepari- 
enoe  and  became  afraid  ton* 
aha  might  enmahaw  him 
into  a  boy  Theissustiss 
divided  parents  in  toe  small 
Sacnimanto  aubuib.  w4to 
one  group  asking  the  adtod 
system  to  acquira  perantal 
oonsent  and  another  group 
defending  toe  mcidenl  as 
helpful  to  their  children's 
edueeimo. 


Ezell,  Trump  discuss  disaster  relief 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  U.S.  rijEB|gM|||fiL  i  JHTT"  1  ^ 

President  Donald  Trump  met  ( t '  1 

a(  The  White  Hottec  iMt  i  Of  ^  |  {..Maf  u 

with  leaders  of  the  fhage  larg-  I  si  te  -  ,  • 

ete  diaaater  relief  oiganiza-  1 1 1  )■  r  ■ 

tioaa  ia  tbe  United  Sttoes  to  \  ^  ■ 

discuss  relief  efforts  in  sou^  il  mi  ,  t  B 

TexM  in  the  wake  of  historic  T 
and  other  damage  left 
by  HurricaDe  Harvey. 

Induded  at  the  meeting 
were  Southern  Baptist  Oisastei 
Relief  (SBDR),  represented  bjr 

South^  Bafgist  North  Amen*  N 

can  Mlaaion  Board  (NAMB) 

Preaident  Kevin  Baeil;  Ameri-  ^  _ _ 

can  Red  Croaa,  lepresented  TALKING  TEXAS  -  Mvm  Ezel  (second  from  left)  p.~-Amt  of  the 
by  the  group  a  pre  .i  Jeut,  Gail  •  lonh  Amencan  Mieaion  Board,  repiaseraad  Sotahem  Baptist  Disaster 
McGovern;  ar.  J  the  Salvation  roM  m  a  meeting  Sept  1  wito  Praaidant  Donald  Tnmp  m  the  Ove'  ■...i 
Army,  repreaented_  by  David  tea  at  the  Whita  House  to  diicuat  rkaasiar  rehel  efforts  n  Texas  A.-  ■ 
Hudi^  Ute  group’s  IISA  na-  p(«Mni  at  the  meeting  ware  Qa4  McGcwem  (toad  from  lelfl  iaesij.,( 
rional  chief  secretary.  o,  American  Bed  Or*;,  and  David  Hudson  the  Salvatioo  Army 


MMMSTRYSUESSne 
ova  KATE  SHOW’ 

kaONTGOM€BT.  Ala.  (BP)  - 
Ona  Chrtruan  miniarv  hw 
ippMerUy  had  ata-iigh  of 
ttin  Booihsr.n  Prfrily  Ls>v» 
Ce--^r’»  ditparagaig  Ikt’*: 
g..i>ip'  cIsiiiKfrinzaSw..  D. 
JamM  iiMSiedv  MbwiKj 
Mad  a  taMud  nig.  23  in 
Alabama  federal  court  af- 
Isging  toe  Soutoam  Poverty 
Law  Canter  (SPLCI  'trafficked 
in  false  and  neaieadirtg 
deaenptene*  of  toe  iniiwmv 
and  that  otow  aiaitias  also 
nemed  in  the  suit  perpetu¬ 
ated  toe  libel.  Chrdrion  mav 
istrws  that  atfimi  the  Btobcel 
view  of  maiiaga  and  hisnan 
sexuality  i  ana  eariHid  the 
SPlC  s  hate  grotto  destona* 
hoe.,  which  is  lapeeled  by 
many  news  me^  outlisls 
.stthciS  questiDn- 


I 

_ _  . 


Sudan  demanding  control,  demolition  of  churches 


and  the  Minisby  of  Planning  and 
Urt>an  Devdcwment  destroyed 
the  church  building. 

Authorities  had  notified 
diunh  leaders  of  the  impending 
demolition  just  a  week  pnor.  The 
government  reportedly  churned 
toe  churches  were  buOt  on  land 
zoned  for  residential  or  other  uses 
or  were  on  government  land,  but 
church  lead^  said  it  is  p^  of  a 
wider  crackdown  on  OuKtianity . 

Har^sment,  arrests,  and  pCT- 
secutidn  of  Christian.s  ha^e  irrten- 
sified  .sinoe  the  secession  d  South 
Sudan  in  July  2on.  The  Sudanese 
Minister  of  Guidance  and  Endow¬ 
ments  annotmced  in  April  aoi3 
that  no  new  licenses  would  be 
granted  for  building  new  church¬ 
es  in  Sudan,  citing  a  decrease  in 
the  .South  Sudanese  population. 

Sudan  has  expelled  for¬ 
eign  Christians  and  bulldozed 
church  building.s  since  2012  011 
the  pretext  that  they  belonged  to 
SoutK  Sudanese.  Besides;  raid¬ 
ing  Christian  bookstores  and 
arresting  ChrLstiaas,  authorities 
have  reportedly  threatened  to 
kill  South  Sudanc’se  Chri.stians 
who  do  not  leave  or  coojKTate 
with  them  in  their  effort  to  find 
other  Christiaas. 

Sudan  fought  a  civil  war  with 
the  scxith  Sidanese  from  ioB:t- 
2005.  In  June  'aoii,  shurth  be¬ 
fore  the  August  seccsskm  of  South  - 
Sudan,  the  givemnient  began 
fighting  a  rebd  group  m  the  Nvilw 
Mountains  that  has  its  rooss  in 
Sexab  Sudan. 

Due  to  its  appereM  treatment 
of  OuittmoB  and  other  human 
lights  viohdona,  Sudan  has  been 
designated  a  Counhy  of  fiuticii- 
lar  (fonoem  by  the  ifS.  State  Oe- 
partment  .since  1999.  and  the  US. 
Cornmnskm  ixi  International  Re¬ 
ligious  Kreedom  rtxxmunendcxl 
the  country  remain  on  the  list  in 
its  2017  report. 

Sudan  ranked  fifth  on  CTuis- 
tian  support  otwnization  Open 
l>x>rs'  2017  Wofld  Watch  list  of 
eountiies  where  Christiaas  lace 
the  nawt  persecution. 

(his  orTiefe  ixnirtt^v  ttf.Mnni- 
m^SrorNeuv.  aCalifhnua-hdstxl 
mdejte’ideni  nens  •nirkr  fimis- 
mq  on  the  ;>ersieutioii  d  Chn.' 
iKiits  tixn'UbiitU'  fi/itec/jiir  stu/c 


OMDUfMAN,  Sudan  (BP)  - 

Pottoe  arrested  and  interrogated 
seven  Christian  church  leadm  in 
Omdunnan,  Sudan,  00  Aug.  23 
for  tefinini  to  tutu  over  leader¬ 
ship  of  then  church  to  the  gov- 
ernment,  sources  said. 

The  Sudanese  Church  of 
Christ  (8CQC)  leaders  were  in¬ 
terrogated  for  six  bouts  and 
ideaM  on  bail  after  being 
charged  with  refusing  to  oomph 
with  an  order  to  turn  over  lead¬ 
ership  of  their  congreeation  to 


Iron  Stream  Media  acquires  WMU’s  New  Hope  Publishers 


lllhir  al  -"  ‘isiH'  .»  r.flHiJifU 
lo\r  :jx  viU  thniC'  I'fif 

aiiniNitMin  ot  Nf’'v  llf)|>f.l»\  Irfi 
^  a  luitiira)  iiU'niink:  J 
mimstr*  i  onnhiiuji  .*’;' 

ilijt  svifl  I'liablf  IIS  !»'  la-tf-r 

ibcUi  'sp  •  IP  ^jfviratfK 

liolh  Nevt 

aiul  ln>!iSln*ai!i  pLui 

4*aml«*!vs  fraiVvJtion.  In»Ti  Strpapi 
Mt’fiiii  vmU  >M'ln»nK‘  brnr  N 
PviMisbctv  «viaff  nu’niU  . 
to  thrir  aixl  '•'ill  arntinin 

ti»  w*rk  at  WMI  's  bmklinK  m 
Hirmin^^ham.  vkivTP  SlrtMiu 
lea.'^rs  oflfire  iiKi 

Its  b»vbjnt*ss 
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T  A  7^“  *  “y  ^  on  Au- 
V  V  'oy  o>*od  rocuMd 

▼  ”  on  tw«^  yean  earlier.  On 
Aupirt  29  aoos.  Hurricane  Katrina 
made  landbU  in  Missiaaippi.  The 
whole  nation  watched  as  the  storm 

and  dashed  our  coastline  and 
readied  aB  the  wqr  into  the  interior 
^  the  state  and  at  the  same  time  was 

battering  New  Orleans  and  south 
UHiisiana.  This  huge  storm  reached 
from  south  Alabama  across  Mississippi 
thrormh  south  Louisiana.  August  29 
t&  beginning,  but  the  hurts  and 
bealiim  and  helps  continued  to  pour  in 
for  a  decade  and  beyond. 

1  do  not  consider  myself  a  first 
responte,  though  I  have  tremen¬ 
dous  admiration  for  them.  1  was,  and 
iwted  to  be,  not  onh' a ‘first  caie-er* 
but  one  who  would  continue  to  care 
for  lives  scattered  and  shattered  and 
^  that  terrible  storm.  In  the 
wedis  and  months  and  even  years  that 
were  ahead,  our  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
tew  from  an  over  Miasissippi  and 

indeed  an  over  the  Southern  Baptist 
Cooveatfon  came  to  help  os  not  only  to 
mrvive  but  to  hdp  us  get  hade  on  our 

net  and  tee  hope  for  a  new  dn. 

i^^?***  *■**••  *^  •''w*  *»d  rows 
of  Kati^  Cotta|BS  be^  to  qwead 
acroaa  the  eoasdnoM.  the  hart  and  ac- 

companrlag  disflliisio  ament  ami  even 
oVKsafou  eoa  ttamad  m  foai%  after 
£^[aM  as  :ft  moRiinL  fiiowands 
of  mem  looUitg  out  a  window  of  their 
■frtle  oottase  at  aO  the  Utde  cottaaes 
aroi^  dim  and  woodoriim  if  life 

would  ever  be  put  back  together  and 
return  to  aiqr  sense  of  noraudey  w  they 

2““*  ™**‘**’***  “**«r  te^ 

turned  to  the  Coast  and  never  wffl,  but 
others  did  come  badi  ami  homes  and 
businamea  were  restored  ahd  drunisM 
were  rebuilt  and  strengthened  and 
are  continuing  to  go  on  with  ministry 
to  their  cooununities  and  an  entire 
area.  That  happened  because  the  Lord  1 
placed  on  the  hearts  of  thousands 

acrowourcountiytobefitstcare-ets  1 
and  ttieyreqionded  by  giving  milliw  I 

for  the  reMoratioii.  Missiaaippi  Bap-  ( 
tMts  and  residents  of  states  aU  across  1 
our  nation  responded  by  takiiq  an  1 


Providing  Helps 
for  the  Hurts 
of  Harvey 


^^an^lunteering  to  help  with  Harvey  was  not  finished  after  a  few 
J _  «laya  over  aouthTeaaa.  He  backed  out 


^  w  amwmuvwwv  mjiB  lUf 

outer  bands  of  Hurricane  Harvey,  the 
moat  unnsnal  stotia  of  which  ainooe 

leooOeciion.  It  grew  ovemaht 
from  almoat  nothing  to  a  aaonater  and 

wh«  it  moved  aabote,  it  brou^  tor- 
remial  tains  and  then  put  00  the  brakes 
and  just  hovered,  pouring  incredible 
■mounts  of  wster  In  unprecedented 

gopgrtipBe.iin  Houeton.  Galvceton. 

ren  Aitimri  Beaiaiont  and  moet  oTthe 
reM  of  the  Texas  Gulf  Coast. 

I  don’t  even  know  bow  to  tblnfc 
about  this,  but  one  news  outlet  re¬ 
port^  that  about  27  trillion  gallons 
of  rain  feU  on  Texas  aixl  1 
I  don't  know  bow  to  get  my  head  or 
hands  around  that  figure,  but  I  know 
w  —  the  resiift  was  there  was  no- 
whm  for  that  water  to  go  except  pile 
up  in  roads  and  yards  and  htiiiitfonri 


norfiraaat  and  paasing  ever  much  <3 
Lomaiana  and  skirting  the  Delta  and 
•torth  Miaaias^L  Of  course  an  of  us 

Stain,  but  tnankftilly  we  did  hot  get 

devaststioa  suffoted  scroes  Texas 
and  many  parts  of 

Storms  are  obviously  a  part  of  our 
^  Miiaiaaippi  we  get  them 
Jgbhurrica^  toraa&re#.  ice  atomu. 

floorfo  Storms  have  always  been  a 
part  of  Ufe  and  as  yon  read  the  Goa- 
pela  jrou  become  aware  of  the  fact  that 
Jesiu  not  only  was  aware  of  storms, 

He  was  in  storms  at  times.  One  such 
storm  comes  up  in  chapter  four  of  the 
Gospel  of  Mark,  when  Jesus  is  in  a 
boat  with  HU  disdples.  In  Mark  chap-' 
tor  six,  another  storm  hits  and  Jesus 
M  not  in  the  boat  with  the  disciples 
but  was  certainly  aware  of  the  rtonn 


ud  comes  to  drern.  I  think  the  most 
importait.  thing  is  to  realise  that  God 
ca^  He  cornea.  He  comforts,  and  He 
still  does  ti<day. 

How  doei:  He  do  that?  I  truly  believe 
He  iwea  the  oxteoskni  of  HU  own  life 
Md  love  through  HU  people.  Today 
that  U  where  you  and  I  are  vitally  im¬ 
portant.  What  can  yx)u  do  to  help  with 
the  needs  that  are  right  hme  b^re  us 
during  tfaU  hurricane  season?  For  one. 
you  can  prav  and  ask  God  to  work  HU 
wisdom  and  w^  in  the  tragedies  that 
are  around  us.  He  can  do  Sat.  He  can 
do  tungs  La  the  lives  of  people  who 
may  be  TOing  through  the  tingedy,  but 
He  can  aUo'do  things  in  our  Ihres  to 
help  wWr  the  tragerfy.  Pray  that  God 
wfll  be  at  work  In  us. 

Beyo^  tUt.  you  can  give.  There  are 
oundreds  of  disaster  responses  tak- 
“**  Hght  now  .ind  many  of  them 
^  y®“  ®“n  give  to  help 

the  hundredai  -  thousands  —  of  MU- 
simppi  volunteer  responders 

whetoer  m  Texas.  Louisians,  or  here  in 
*J**a™ippi.  You  can  give  through  your 
church,  and  die  churra  can  give  to 
2017  Hurricane  Relief,  or  you  can  send 

a  diM  direedy  to  the  MUsiasippi  Bap- 
tUt  Convention  Board  dj'sjgn.ri^l  for 
2017  Hurricane  Rdief,  ormve  onUne 
at  mbd>.or^givin^. 

Wlqrdotbat?V^ghe?Oiie.be- 
emae  much  has  been  given  to  ua.  Two, 
others  have  helped  us  throu^  our 
tTMediea.  Three,  God  has  spared  ua 
and  Messed  us  with  new  days  and  new 


dollar  |pi«n  to  MissUaippi  Baptut  Di- 
sa^ReUrf  goes  ^re^  to  the  relief 
of  vic^.  Ymir  gift  wfll  go  forward 

to  m^  a  dBfcrence  In  &  niune  of 

comt^  toced  m  personal  %vays  ivith  the 
love  of  Jeans  thro^  HU  servants  who 
•are  on  the  scene  and  answering  thet 
needs  of  people. 

_  May  God  bless  you  as  we  serve  as 
instruments  of  His  love  and  mercy 
in  t^  present  tragedy,  and  into 
the  future. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directums^mhcb.org. 


First  Person:  Want  to  quit,  pastor?  Don’t  do  it. 

Bw  H.B.  • I a.*_  .  . 


By  H.B.  ChsrtM 
Corraspondant 

Second  in  a  two-part  series 

As  a  young  pastor  em- 
broiM  in  congregational 
conflict,  1  once  tend  my  pas¬ 
toral  mentor 
I  was  going 
to  reai^  my 
church.  He 
warned  me 
that  trouble 
would  find 
me  wherever 
I  preached 
toe  Bible  and 
Uftedthe  CMA*1*» 
name  of 

Jesus.  He  encouraged  me  to 
stay  put,  keep  preachiim,  and 
not  now  weaiy  in  weB  doing. 

I  heeded  his  counsel,  and  I 
am  glad  I  did.  So  how  do  you 
preadi  foithfttUy  under  the 
preeaure  that  arises  aiAinat 


your  leadership,  ministry 
or  pulpit? 

■  Be  a  ahepherd. 

I  went  to  bear  a  pastor  who 
tbrou^  conflict  in 
his  church.  I  knew  he  vras  in 
ronflict  because  that's  what 
be  preached  about,  giving  his 
fide  of  the  stoiy  andberat- 
ing  ^  opposition.  After  the 
service,  erveral  older  women 
ttop^  me  and  said,  ‘Rev. 
Cnanea,  please  know  that  be 
was  not  talking  about  us. 

Be  careful  not  to  harm  the 
t^p  in  the  name  of  flgbtiiia 
dto  B«  •  shepherd 

I^d  a  id  feed  the  flock. 
Th«^  whom  you  call  wolves 
in  ahae^s  dothing  may  be 
““Pwlto  have  goiM  astray. 

■MUevc  what  yon 
Pfaach.  When  1  complain 
chout  my  Hfo  or  minittiy, 
my  wife  accuaaa  me  of  not 


'Proachera  regulariy  stand  in  the  pulpit  and  chal¬ 
lenge  the  congregation  to  trust  God  no  matter  what 
but  pressure^fiBed  seasons  of  ministry  require  you  to 
put  your  faith  where  your  pulpit  is  and  trust  God  no 
matter  what.  It  is  much  easier  to  preach  what  you 
boiiove  than  it  is  to  believe  what  you  preach.* 


Ilatening  to  the  sermons  in 
church.  She  levels  this  charge 
knowing  I  am  the  one  who 
preaches  the  Mnnons  at  our 
church.  It  is  a  stinging  but 
needed  rebuke. 

Preachers  regulaiK  stand 
in  the  pulpit  and  challenge 
the  congregation  trust  God 
no  matter  what,  but  pree- 
sure-filled  seasons  of  minia- 
tiy  require  you  to  put  your 
faith  where  )n>ur  pulpit  la  and 
trust  God  no  matter  what 
It  la  much  easier  to  prMch 
what  you  believe  thu  it  is  to 
hdieve  what  )fou  preach. 


■  Kjiow  when  not  to 
pi'sach.  One  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  my  hither  who  also  was 
a  pastor  was  blindsided  by 
news  his  minister  of  music 
had  resigned.  It  was  not  the 
resignation  that  bothered  him 
so  much.  It  wu  the  fact  that 
a  key  church  leader  withheld 
the  newt  from  him.  My  father 
felt  betrayed. 

Isflth  his  sermon  manu¬ 
script  tHting  in  front  of  him, 
be  asked  one  of  the  asaodates 
to  preach.  ‘I  am  too  ang;y,‘ 
he  sahf.  ‘The  LopJ  cannot  use 
me  this  morning.'  Watch-  - 


lug  this  taught  me  more  than 
any  sermon  be  would  have 
preached  that  day.  Sometimes 
the  best  way  to  preach  under 
pressure  is  to  not  preach. 

■  Love  your  enemies. 
The  pastor  must  shepherd 
the  flock  the  Lord  redeems 
and  places  under  his  care. 

It  ia  the  Lord's  AocIl  We  are 
under-shepherds  who  will 
give  account  to  the  Chief  - 
Shepherd.  We  must  watch 
over  the  stubborn  sheep,  a.s 
weU  aa  the  loyal  ones.  We 
must  love  our  enemies,  not 
just  our  friends.  This  is  not 
only  our  pastoral  calling,  it  is 
our  Christian  duty. 

Charles,  pastor  (^Shi¬ 
loh  Metro^Uan  Church  in 
Jacksonvule,  PI.,  is  currently 
the  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Pastors' 
Ctndertnee. 
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Christian<4*^^  ^  0  0  N  C  E  P  T  S 


Gambling  is  a  result  of  ma¬ 
terialism.  A  gambler  values 
material  things  more  than 
spiritual  things.  Matthew 
0:24  (K.JV)  says,  “No  man  ean 
serve  two  masters;  for  either 
he  w'ijl  Jiale  the  one,  and  love 
the  fttner;  or  else  he  will  hold 
to  the  one,  and  despise  the 
other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God 
and  mammon’  (material 
wealth  -  MONEY). 

If  I  consider  my  brother 
better  than  myself,  I  will  not 
take  his  money.  Watching  the 
soldiers  gamble  at  the  foot  of 
the  cross  for  Jesus'  seamless 
robe  should  he  enough  to  turn 
us  from  this  pastime. 

The  IXYTl'ERY  isGAM- 
BIJNG-'NL'FKSAIO! 

Kgby  is  acecutive  dirvctur- 
treasurer  of  the  Christian 
Action  Commission.  He  can  he 
reached  at  ((xtiizgx-s^sg/oj- 
Jice.  (titni)  2f^-mh3/ceU.  or  hi) 
e-mail  at  kdighy(u:christianac- 
tion.com. 


We  hold  dear  thr  Ten  ' 
Commandments . 

■niejj-  mrmbolize  our 
belief  in  the  infallible,  iner- 
ranl  Word  of  God.  Though 
they  are  part  of  the  Old  Cov¬ 
enant,  they  are  still  relevant 
in  today’s  world. 

The  Ten  Commandments 
divide  into  two  groups,l-4  and 
6-10,  with  #5  as  the  hinge. 

The  first  four  are  upward  and 
deal  with  God..  The  last  five 
are  outward  and  deal  with 
our  fellowman.  “Honor  your 
father  and  mother'  is  a  segue 
between  the  two. 

The  tenth  of  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  is  special  —  “Thou 
shah  not  covet  (Exodus  20:17). 
It  is  the  final  “Word"  of  the 
Ten  Words.’  It  serves  as  a 
transition  from  law  to  Grace. 
Numbers  six  through  nine  are 
all  external  actions,  but  num¬ 
ber  ten  moves  to  a  different 
level  —  the  heart.  Thesinin 
number  ten  is  not  an  action 
but  an  attitude.  It  concerns  the 
desire  of  the  inward  man.  We 


Nuff  Said 


V'erse  2  says,  “Fulfill  ye  my 
joy.*  Verses  3  and  4  say,  "'^let 
nothing  be  done  through 
strife  or  vainglory  ;  but  in  low¬ 
liness  of  mind  let  each  esteem 
others  better  than  themselves. 
Look  not  every  man  on  his 
own  things,  but  even  man 
also  on  the  things  of  others.” 

I  should  put  the  welfare  of 
others  above  self.  JOY  — 
Jesus  first,  others  second, 
yourself  third. 

The  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
says,  “Love  your  enemies," 
Matthew  5:^  (ItTV).  We 
should  be  givers,  not  takers. 

We  should  not  take  away  an¬ 
other's  coat  or  shirt  (Matthew 
5:4b)  but  should  share  (Mat¬ 
thew  .5:42).  Our  goal  should 
not  be  to  acquire  the  material 
possessions  of  others  —  even 
our  enemies. 


Where  is  this  going?  Sej)- 
tember  \7  is  .ANTT-G.^tBlJNt; 
SLINDAY.  When  someone  gam¬ 
bles,  they  risk  a  smaller  amount 
of  money  bying  to  gain  a  larger 
amount  of  money.  The  onlj" 
way  for  one  person  to  “win  at 
gambling  is  for  others  to  lose. 
Vi^n  one  gambles,  he  “ctwets" 
what  formerly  belonged  *0  an¬ 
other.  Thou  shalt  not  covv ; 

The  guy  w  ho  gets  the  “gold" 
by  gumnlmg  has  nroken  the 
Golden  Rule.  Most  gamblers 
want  to  win.  Tl^'  want  others 
to  lose.  Something  has  gone 
wrong  here. 

If  I  love  my  nieighhor  as 
myself,  1  will  not  take  from  him 
what  he  wants  to  keep.  Even 
if  he  is  my  enemy,  I  am  to  love 
him.  The  gambler  loves  money 
more  than  he  loves  his  neigh¬ 
bor  or  enemy. 


should  not  seek  after  what  be¬ 
longs  to  someone  else  —  house, 
wife,  or  money. 

The  Golden  Rule  (Matthew 
7:12)  says  we  should  do  unto 
others  as  we  would  have  them 
do  unto  us.  Whatever  would 
please  you  and  bring  you  joy, 
that  is  what  you  should  d^ure 
for  your  brother,  your  friend, 
your  fellow  human  bein&  - 

Jesus  said  the  secondgreat- 
est  commandment  is,  “Thou 
shah  love  thy  nei^bor  as 
thyself,"  (Mark  12:31  KJV).  If 
I  love  my  neighbor  as  much 
as  I  love  myself,  I  will  not  be 
selfish  or  greedy.  I  will  not  be 
a  hoarder. 

We  love  to  quote  Phllippi- 
ans  2:5  (KJV),  “Let  this  mind 
he  in  you,  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus,"  but  back  up 
and  put  this  verse  in  context. 


Hapdsts  has  issued  a  statement  cn  bihfical 

sexuality  to  counter  the  idea  that  Otristians 

“diould  agree  to  disagree"  in  their  views  of 
bixnosexuality  and  transgenderism. 

The  Council  on  Biblical  Manhood  and 
Womtmhood  (CBMW)  antKxmcer»  Aug. 
29  the  release  of  The  NasbviBe  Statement, 
which  consists  of  14  affirmations  and  dem- 
als  consistem  with  the  churdi's  long-hdd 
teaching  on  human  sexuality. 

The  artide  that  may  gain  the  most  at¬ 
tention  is  the  document  s  declaration  on 
the  acceptability  of  evangelical  disagree 
ment  re^uding  the  issues  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  gender  identity. 

Artioe  10  says,  “\VE  AFTTRM  that  it  is 
siniul  to  approw  of  homosexual  immoral¬ 
ity  or  transgenderism  and  that  .such  ap¬ 
proval  constinites  an  essential  departure 
fiiam  Christian  faithfulness  and  witnes-s. 
WE  DFJJY  that  the  approval  of  homo 
sexual  uiunorality  or  traasgenderism  is  a 
matter  of  moral  indifference  about  which 
otherwise  faith^  Christiaas  should  agree 
to  ihsagree." 

The  statement,  and  Article  10  in  par¬ 
ticular,  arrives  gt  a  time  when  some  self- 
identified  evangdicaLs  have  revised  ttor 
views  on  human  .sexuality  by  affirming 
same  sex  rdationships  and  rnarriage. 


niLs-sion,  ;iiul  ms  1 

Conven  ■  Same  sex  attraction  is  not  part  of  .uii  hor  rtmn  hi-s 
ous  Lib-  Gixl's  original  design,  but  iieople  who  ex-  G.osrxl  of  .h-sii- ■  "I 

isted  the  perieme  siah  attractio'' -lay  lise  fniitful  Ihe  Iciicths  I; 

inference  fives  through  fmth  in  Christ  .is  they  prac  signers  mcliKtcs  < 

Research  licyiiinty.  dents:  all  -is  SH 

■  IkKigracioiiisb'craiKo-t  I  -  smwrs'to  n  B.  Charles,  ciirr 
s.hiirch,"  tiirsakelratisgemler  self  conceptions’ ami  F;is|ors'  ('oiifcR'ii 
rlaratkins.  aicept  the  < 'khI  ordaim-d  link  lietwoen  Mi'lnitKilitan  (  hi 
as  .1  cov-  . itie's  biological  s<’x  and  one's  self -comi’p  ,iml  live  SIM '  emit 

I  a  woman  lion  .^s  male  or  frniale.'  Nashville  M.iv 

mal  inter-  ■  People  boni  with  a  si  x  development  ewr.  Kxik  exiepti 
ilisorder  possess  the  same  “ilignitv  and  i  onteni  of  Die  Na 
female  as  worth"  as  all  other  iniage-liearers  of  tkal.  ing;  "IV  lu  (  BM 
enderi  for  CBMW  President  lieruiy  Biuk  said  tl»-  ville  .Statement'  i' 
st.itemeiil's  aim  “is  to  shine  a  li)ht  into  not  n-pri-seiit  tin 
ilortrans-  ibedarkness  In  declare  tlx- grsxmess  of  i  itv  &  pis.ple  of  N 
consistent  '■  axi's drsigii  in  (xu sexualitv  and  in  m-at  The  Nashville 
mg  us  as  male  and  female.  ailtiie  at  cbinw  m 
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OAK  GROVE  CHURCH.  BENTONIA.  held  •  l>tanin«  ci  tha 
backpaoka  Mrvio*. 


Just  for  the  Record 

I  In  other  Church 
!  News: 

i  >  County  Una  Church, 

I  Union,  ia  homng  The  Goapel 
Meaaengers  in  concert  Sept.  9, 

7  p  m. 

>  The  State  of  Miasissii^i  h 
Hone  Show  Association 

wul  boat  Cowboy  Church 
Sept.  10, 7  a jn.,  in  the  Equine 
Colter  on  the  Jackson  Fair¬ 
grounds.  Greg  Kenfrow, 
speaker. 

>-  First  Church,  Crystal 

International  S«»t  10.  Di-  ^ 

nosaun  A  Fossils:  Amazing 
Evidence  for  Creation,  9:30 
ajn.;  Creation  Not  Conxion. 

10^  a.m.;  Aiien  Intrusion: 

UFOa  A  the  Evolution  ^nnec- 
tion,5pjn. 

>  Main  Straat  Church, 

Hattiaaburg.  is  hosting  a 
Hattieaburg  area  hymn  sing 
Sept.  10, 6  p.m.  The  program 
is  presented  by  Rrst  Church, 

Sttinrall:  Beiknue  Church, 


I  V  CHURCH,  LAUREL,  licansad  Kan  Johnson  to  preach 
tw  ooapal  Aug.  27. 


Baby  dadication  at  DESOTO  HILLS  <THURCH,  SOUTHAVEN, 
was  haid  on  March  28.  Shown  >s  Bandty  Cathteen  Smth.  tha 
daughtar  of  Jaramy  6  Aahiay  Smith. 


A  daaoon  onhnation  was  haM  at  SUNKER  HILL  CHURCH, 
COLUMBIA,  on  August  13.  Picluiad  horn  lafi  to  right,  Dabte 
Omhaanar  Staring  Oathasiiar.  nawdy  ordamad  daaoon,  pastor 
Randy  Gardnar  Garratt  Oouglaa.  nawty  ordamad  daacorc  Aahiay 
Douglas,  and  Oaytd  Brown,  haad  o(  daacons 


Purvis;  Mam  Street  Church. 

'  Hattiesburg;  and  Dixie  Church, 
Hattiesburg.  Love  oCCering. 

>■  Airport  Church,  Gra¬ 
nada,  is  hosting  a  Gospei  sing 
Sept.  10. 5  p.m.,  featuiW  Sec- 
oad  Chance.  MkheUe 
Harvay  and  Dianne  Vance,  and 
others.  Finger  food  alter  the 
singing.  Lynn  Weich,  pastor. 

>  Southwastam  Sami- 
nary  Missisaippi  Alumni 
Masting  will  be  noon  Oct  31. 
Tickets  to  this  year's  alumni 
lunch  at  Jacksw  Capitid  Chib 
win  be  $18  per  person.  Pletse 
send  checks  to  either:  Paul 
Blanchard ,  P.O.  Box  867,  Lou¬ 
isville,  MS  39339,  or  Archie 
Herrin,  1^2  National  Guard 
Road,  Columbia,  MS  39429. 


HEPZWAH  CHURCH.  CLARKE  COUNTY,  ordamad  WUliam 
ChancsHor  to  tha  Gospel  Mintstry.  Picturad  L  to  R  -  Chancallor. 
Karth  Stawrart.  and  Kaith  Bogan. 


>  Jeff  and  Sherri  Raster 
win  be  in  concert  at  Salam 
Church,  Laka,  Sept.  10,  at 
6:00  pm.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  eaU  (601)775.^272. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  LAUDERDALE,  ordamad  Dala  Collins  and 
Jimmy  RayrKilds  to  tha  Daacon  Ministry  on  August  27.  Pastor 
Wayna  Edwards  dahverad  tha  charge  to  the  candidatas  prior  to 
tha  laying  on  of  hands.  Pastor  Richia  Davis  brought  tha  challengo 
to  tha  church.  Shown  are  GoNms.  Gay  Collins,  Davis.  Megan  Reyn 
olds,  and  Reynolds 


i#^| 


FREDONIA  CHURCH,  NSW)  ALBANY,  hald  a  miasioni  organization  lacogntran  sarviea  Aug. 
30.  Tha  Miasion  Fnanda.  GA'a.  and  RAs  raoalvad  oartiTicMaa.  medals,  and  badgaa  during  tha  sarviea 


OILLSBURO  CHURCH,  OILLSBURO.  recognizas  its  top 
readers  in  its  Summer  Heading  Oub.  Shewn  are  Oylanna  Johraon 
Nilay  WacMworth,  Tatum  Womack,  and  Lane  Bates 
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lootb  anniversary, 
service*  10:45  a.m.: 


Brooks  M:Mstr>  Isslrance 


■nFasR 

±OC±JE>T£i£i  Tt 


CEL  JWGAEU  ZTVE  DONZN  CN  XO 


SCJGOL,  XO  NCAPX,  FOXVJL  PXO  JCBF 


VR  UVL! 


DVXE  VEO:  PXAYPQ-NAK 


Clue:  F  -  B 

Hauejim  with  cryptoffraphy  and  cnmse  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substitute'^ 
throughout  the  puxde.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzile:  Isaiah  Forty:  Eight 


bf  Chiria  Mux.  1932-2004. 0  200S 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


^  N«w  Proopoct  Church, 
Lincoln  Association: 
Homecomii^  S«pt.  to;  me¬ 
morial  service,  10:45  a.m., 
followed  by  worship,  sing- . 
ing,  and  covered  disn  lunch; 
Ronnie  Robinson,  speaker, 
Tate  Allen,  musk. 

^  Syivarena  Church  Was¬ 
son:  Homecoming,  Sept. 
10;  covered  dish  luncheon; 
Codv  Warren,  speaker;  Kar¬ 
ra  Hardy  Fisk,  music. 
w  Mt.  Nelson  Church, 
^iladalphia:  homecom¬ 
ing  and  i7Sth  anniversary. 
Sept.  10;  service,  10:45 
a.m.,  followed  by  fellow¬ 
ship  meal;  Dou^as  War¬ 
ren,  speaker;  Tom  McCur- 
ley,  pastor. 

^  (Mk  Grove  Church. 
Bantonia:  RevivaL  Sept.  11 
-  13;  Sun.,  10  a.m.;  Mon. 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ricky  Blythe, 

speaker 


^  Holly  Bluff  Church,  Hol- 


P'  Holly 
ly  Bluff: 


Homecoming  and 


by  covered  dish  dinner  and 
sinmng:  Andy  May,  ^eaker. 
P  Victory  Church, 


P  Victory  Church, 

Brookhaven:  Homecom¬ 

ing,  Sept.  10;  service.  10:45 
a.m.,  fraowed  by  felk>w!ihip 
meal;  Mike  Sutton,  speak¬ 
er;  Dogwood  Cross,  music; 
Wade  Walton,  pastor. 

^  County  Lina  Church. 
Union:  Revival,  Sept.  10  - 
13;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
bon  Cook,  speaker;  Jerry 
Jay.  music. 

^  Seif  Crack  Church,  Ma- 
ben;  iibth  homeroming. 
Sept.  10;  service,  11  a.m.. 
foflowed  by  lunch  and  sing¬ 
ing;  Bryan  Oswalt,  speaker: 
Allen  Sibley  Group,  music; 
I.arry  Watson,  pa.stor. 


Just  for  the  Record 


PILGRIM  REST  CHURCH*  ETHEL*  honoied 
Ann  Philty  fof  30+  years  of  ser.ice  as  children 
afKJ  music  director  Shown  is  pastor  Tommy  Allen 
and  PhHIy 


SUNFLOWER  CHURCH*  SUNFLOWER* 

recently  honored  Willie  Mae  Cook  Henry  with 
and  appreciation  day  The  plaque  presented  to 
her  mentions  over  40  years  as  Sunday  School 
secretary  and  treasurer 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH,  GULFPORT,  WINGS  Mirxstry  (Women  In  God's  Service)  hosted  their 
Oauohters  of  the  Kir>g  SirtiXlay  lea  Party  on  August  26.  Tammy  Turnage*  guest  speaker. 


HURRICANE  CREEK  CHURCH,  SANDY  Bobby  Tayfor  was  ordained  a  deacon  on  Au 
HOOK,  ordained  Mike  Stringer  (left)  as  a  deacon  gust  77  by  FIRST  CHURCH,  KOSCIUSKO 
August  29  Shown  with  Stringer  is  Zachary  Shown  with  TaylO'^  are  Barry  Corbett  Pastor 

Smith  {right}  TaylO'  - •  't*.  C.a»  il 


ifjyful  Noise,  ttw  senior  adult  i  hoir  from  FIRST  CHURCH.  FLORA,  mg  u.  die  ■  , 
r  •  fi  »me  Bidyeland.  Aug  1/  foll«r,v-  .r,  ,  ,,i  .  .  :i  i.n 


Thf.  Bapiivt  Kt/DRi)  y>i'nu'mhi’r  7. 


I 


Diaspora  conference 
a  crucial  ministry 
tool  in  today’s  world 


WAKE  KWEST,  N.C.  (BF)  —  A  dayman,  asaodate  director  of 
diaspora  ministi>’  conference  Gkmal  Gates  Network, 
inaugurated  last  year'  was  so  At  least  32  breakouts  will  be 
successful  that  organizers  have  led  by  bSC  staff,  SEBTS  bculre, 
scheduled  a  second  event  Oct  key  leadets  ^  IMB  and  NAMB, 
37-28  at  Soudieestem  Seminary  arid  other  mission  strategists, 
in  Wake  Forest,  N.C  “We  feel  like  we  have  an  ex- 

Chuck  Roister,  former  senior  tremeiy  strong  hneup  of  plenary. 
'  Chunfo,  Gulf-  speakers,’  Register  said.  *We 
have  some  very  stratew  fidd 

£■■■  persoiuiel  from  IMB  and  NAMB 
who  win  be  leading  breakout  ses- 
V  sums  on  bow  to  engage  different 
worldviews  with  ui  onderUand- 
^  ■  in^tbeGospel. 

The  original  plan  was  to 
•  schedule  a  secondT  Reeuduim  the 

NatfonsoonfotenceforaoiCbut 

_ ~  attendees  last  year  temiested 

KQISTER  momentum.  Register  said. 

“They  idt  it  was  excellent 
to  the  lit^Mhing  the  Nations  in  training  to  them  and  they  want- 
North  Amato  stimmit.  ed  to  get  the  next  corucrence 

Reidsta  tod  he  was  “more  on  thar  schedule  soon,  to  die 
dum  plesseir  with  die  teqioase  phnning  committee  agreed  but 


(lastor  of 


RACE  AND  SRC -Soudiero  Baptist  CorwanbonPissidant  Steve  Gafoes  (thud  from  toll)  parbapesed 
in  a  panel  diecussiOn  on  face  and  the  Southern  Beptiet  Conversion,  hoeted  by  Comerslone  Church  senior 
pessor  Dwight  McKisiic  (ceraer)  in  Arfrnglon.  Texas.  Also  shown  are  other  paneksls  and  ptogiam  pertici- 
pants  (BP  phoso) 


Panel  discusses  tough  racial 
issues,  political  differences 


The  90-minute  discus¬ 
sion  drew  questioiM  regard¬ 
ing  Trump,  diversity  among 
Southern  Baptist  leadership, 
the  lingering  effects  of  Amer¬ 
ica's  s^ematic  enslavement 
of  blau  people,  ethnic  diver¬ 
sity  among  Southern  Baptist 
congretotions,  unity  among 
evangelicals,  effective  dia¬ 
logue  among  different  ethnic 
groups,  and  educating  today's 
children  about  race  relations. 

In  response  to  a  question 
regartling  the  lingering  ef¬ 
fects  of  past  racism,  Gaines 
said  he  found  it  difficult  to 
grasp  the  pain  African  Amer- 
>u  as  leans  still  experience  as  a  re- 
"You  suit  of  slav^,  particularly 
the  separation  of  families 
characteristic  of  the  iinustice. 

“It's  hard  to  he  stud.  It's 
hard  for  me  to  even  fathom 
what  it  was  like  at  those  auc¬ 
tion  blocks  where  families 
were  tom  apart,’  Gaines 
said  when  asked  vhat  is  the 
proper  respoim  to  sugges¬ 
tions  that  blacks  “get  over* 

have  “f  have  10  grandbabies,  '«»ie 

and  on  the  way,  and  I  can't  even 
cur-  fathom  my  children  being 
,  not  sold  into  slavery.  So  there's  no 
e  DO  doubt  that  that  caused  a  huge 
ima.  impact.  So  I  feel  like  for  some- 
igree  body  to  say  get  over  it,  that's  a 
wrong  response.’ 

Uced  Gaines  encouraged  pastors 

_  ah-  to  be  intentional  in  emoracing 
that  was  other  ethnicities  in  ministry 
Caim'rsl  outreachet  and  evangelism. 
„  jenix,or-  The  SBC  president  pointed  to 

the  Texas  event  to  begin  a  monthly  breakfast  meeting 
--—-Z 77*^“^  he  hosts  with  a  dKerse  group 

I  thought  it  vras  impor-  of  pastors  in  Memphis, 

t  for  ns  to  ei^emnce  ‘We  have  been  discuss- 

it  worship, ’  McKissk  told  ing-  all  of  the  issues  that 
itiat  Press  after  the  event,  we^re  talking  about  here,’ 

d  by  doing  ao  we  made  a  Gaines  said,  ’and  it  really 

- - - - -  - 

not  have.’ 


should  also  stand  strongly  p.m.  worship  service  and  cor- 
against  vitriolic  rhetom,  porate  prayer, 
violence  and  hatred,  Dwiafot  Games,  vdio  described 
McKissic  said  tai  a  panel  h)s  pastorate  as  composed 
cussioD  on  racial  tensioo  be.  of  Republicans,  Democrats, 
hosted  Aug.  20  at  Coma-  and  Independents,  said  such 
stone  Church  in  Arlington,  political  diversity  “makes  it 
Texas,  where  he  serves  as  se-  hard’  to  discuss  ptesident.s 
nior  potor.  from  a^  specific  party. 

Among  mests  on  the  *I  think  we  ought  to  be  ma- 
panel  was  Southern  Baptist  ture  enough  in  the  Lord  to 
Convention  (SBC)  President  look  at  anrone  and  say  1  dis- 
Steve  Gaines,  senior  pastor  of  agree  with  what  “you're  say- 
Bellevue  Church  in  suburban  in^  but  I  stiD  res| 

Memphis,  who  renounced  ra-  a  person,’  Gaines 
cial  and  political  hatred  and  have  to  respect  the  office  to 
stressed  it  has  no  place  in  a  have  any  civility  in  the  nation, 

(toistian’a  life.  and  whether -yon  respect  ev- 

Speaking  to  an  ethni-  eiything  a  person  in  the  office 
cally  diverse  audience  of  does,  that's  another  matter, 
around  650  people,  the  Afri-  'I  pray  for  Donald  Trump 
can  American  McKissic  ad-  every  day,  not  because  I  be- 
dressed  the  racially-charced  lieve  in  everything  he  does  but 
violence  in  Charlottesville,  because  he's  the  president.’ 

Va.  He  specifically  expressed  Gaines  noted,  *I  have  _ 

disappointment  in  U.S.  leaned  to  disagree  with  the  past. 
President  Donald  Trump,  people's  views.  ' 
who  publically  blamed  ‘both  no  ri^t  to  hat 
sides  for  the  clash  between  whether  H's  the 
white  nationalists  and  coun-  rently,  we  havi 
ter-protesters  that  left  one  as  a  Christian 
young  woman  dead.  right  to  hate  i 

‘Evanjgelicals  need  to  say  You  don't.  Yoi 
on  this  issue,  we  respect  the  with  somebody 

£  resident...  Uit  on  thu  issue,  McKissk,  w 

e't  wrong  and  he's  | 
to  these  racists,  and 
'  to  stop  it,  period,' 
sk  said.  ’Baack  Ob 

wrong  on  same  sex  marriage,  ganizedi _ 

I  said  it.  Half  of  my  churai  lebuOdiiig  natkiial  unfty. 
voted  for  him.  He  was  wrong.’  “f  ' 

In  addition  to  Gaines  aM  tant  tor  ns  to  ei^ 

McKissk,  there  were  seven  kint  worship,*  McKissi 
other  panelists  that  included  Mptist  Press  after  the  1 
pastors,  a  law  enforcement  ’and  by  doing  ao  we  n 
official,  and  ao  educator  for  statement  to  oor  Got 
dkeutsion  titled,  A  Kingdom  world,  and  ourselves.’ 


as  people  groups  living  outside  witfacfiasporainmistiy.’ . 
tbeu' country  othirth.  Conforeoce  otganizeis  say 

Attendees  sought  inspiration  having  anotha  canfatence  one 
and  information  about  dias-  vea  later  shines  a  qxithght  on 
pora  ministry,  inriudliig  practi-  Doth  the  empottunity  ato  the 
cal  breakout  eeseions,  Regista  challenge  of^maapora  ministry, 
.said.  Breakout  sessions,  which  'HTim  are  45  million  forei^ 
he  contoered  'The  most  help-  boro  teaidtos  in  the  U.S.  and 
fill  aspect  of  dw  conference,’  anotha  seven  million  In  Cana- 
iTOvidad  toola  and  strategies  for  da,’  Regiato  said.  “The  tveian 
partidtoft*  to  nturn  to  their  SoiidiemBaptiat  church  iipro& 
commiadtiee  and  begin  to  en-  abfy  not  aa  engaged  in  diopora 
gage  imndgrents,  tenigeee  and  miniatry  aashenieedttobe. 
internalkaud  atudenta.  ’Haying  a  conference  each 

Event  aponaots  inchide  the  yea  gjvee  us  die  opportunity 
Interaaklional  Maskm  Board  to  blow  this  trnmpa,  to  shiiie  a 
(IMB),  North  American  Ifiaakn  hto  on  what  God  has  done  in 
Boerm  (NAMB),  Southeastern  bnngiiig  the  nations  to  North 
Seminary  (SBBTS)  and  BSCNC  AmerkaandourGreatCommiS' 
Keynote  speakers  win  be  Dan-  ske  responsihQity  to  teapoixl  to 
ire  Akin,  SEdTS  president;  J.D.  that  cheBenge.  The  coafetence 
Gieea,  paetor  01  The  Stmimit  givealocdriuirchessoiiiepracti- 
Chureli,  Durham,  N.C;  Bnoit  cal  handlea  on  how  to  engage  in 
Wright,  paetor  of  Johnaoo  Perry  diaspora  ministiy.’ 

ChinrdL  Marietta,  Ga.;  Payne.  To  regista,  vnit  Reechingth- 
paator  tor  churrii  muhipUcaoon  enatknajieL  Three  of  the  break- 
at  The  Church  at  Brook  HiDs,  ouia  and  all  five  plenary  aeaakns 
BinniqghaiB,  AL;  and  Chris  wQlbelive-ttreamed. 
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MS  POSITIOM^ 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  Cod 
—  '  '  Jj^  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
3*;  I  believe  |esus  died  and  rose  from'the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
El..  my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Icsu'^.) 

.  4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  mv  li^. 

V  From  this  time  oh,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 

with  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior  and  lord.) 
Hut  as  mjny  as  rece/Vec/  him,  hi  them  he  gate  /he  rif(ht  to  hvmme  (hildren  of 
Cod,  ei  vn  to  ./hose  who  heh’eve  in  hc^ianie.”  '/ohn  1:12) 
If  you  ni.iLo  a  riccisiun  for  Christ  Indav,  contact  a  local  SQ/flhern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


REUEF 

cone  from  p.  1 


_ _  n  1-  .e  «r  .  _  w  lUAlLC  ttUUJUUUai 

DiMrterReli^f^ortsmTex-  gr,  ts  as  relief  efforts  contin- 
Raioer  said.  As  churches  ue  and  rebuilding  b^ns. 
b^n  to  recover,  we  will  pro-  “Our  prayer  is  this  ini- 
vide  resources  and  Bibles  to  tial  grant  wiU  provide  some 
impacted  a^  through  our  necessities  for  people  who 
dis^er  assistance  program.’  are  hurting  ri^t  now,"  said 
pastors  Sandy  Wisdom-Martin,  ex¬ 
alted  by  the  storm  can  re-  ecutive  director-treasurer  of 
ceive  repUcement  resources  national  WMU,  an  auxiliary 
tOT  tlwir  library,  including  a  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
^  of  commentaries,  study  ventkm.  "We  will  continue  to 
«wls.  and  access  to  numerous  work  with  the  WT^IJ  Founda- 
di^  rc^urces.  tkm  and  WMU  of  Texas  dur- 

Churches  can  also  apply  for  ing  clean-up  and  rebuUding, 
reptarenient  of  one  quarter's  and  we  will  pray  for,  support, 
worth  of  LifeWay-published  and  love  our  neighbors  as  they 
ongomg  curriculum  materials,  recover  and  rebuild  ’ 

In  additicm  specihc  discounts  The  H  KART  Fund  was  cre- 
Bibl«  and  hymnals  ated  in  reponse  to  the  terror- 
vvm  l»  available  for  affected  ist  attack  on  Sept.  u.  2001. 
Cheches  moving  forward.  Since  that  time,  the  WMU 
Impacted  payors  and  Foimdation  has  granted  more 
churches  can  email  Disaster-  than  $473,000  from  the 
As8istance@LifeWay.com.  Af-  HEART  Fund  to  disaster  vic- 
ter  cmltecting  names  and  con-  tims  in  the  United  States  and 
tac.  mformatmn,  LifeWay  will  around  the  world. 

^rdinate  with  the  pastors  to  For  more  information  on 
the  bM  way  to  provide  how  to  assist  those  impacted 
tbra  ^  then  congregations  Iw  Hurricane  Harvey  through 
Witt  the  needed  resources.  the  HEART  Fund,  visit  v*mu- 
•I?’?*?*  heart  Fund  f6undation.com  or  mail  WMU 
pant  Will  help  WMU  of  Tex-  Foundation  HEART  Fund, 
■s  provide  rift  cards  to  those  100  Missionary  Ridge,  Bir- 
'*^bo.  have  been  iinpacted  by  mingham.Al.  35242. 


uawmiA,  UOWiO  for  EAMLY  &ALtlnot  1982  ^ 

jgT  Mtp  mnai;;  ^ 

1-800«1ri«8  or  M 

QiOnimcxim  r?"??*-  *  <>»9*  BmcT, 

SK or tac  W M  W2-45M743.  MM  nrr  mmtmy,  7||^|  fiffiV: 

Sc^  peg)*  on  ilwct  iwtxa  (pcmoc 
*?!*!!?  ■«*  y”**  *»*•  «rion  la*.  ate.).  100  nSo  ndka 
mm  SMrida  001.5024)202.  ««Mho(>-  <*  Haaintin  M«nbar  <2  SOM 

_  BapM  Chunfi  Gnduati  o(  Nm  Otm 

<MDa*rMOSCREaW0P-»M(M5  BapSU  and  Fular  Tiaalogical  Saennar- 
■U  Mom  aSadCMa  bus  to  ■  imr  oyanan  ea  Itatoiaiicaa  avaiabla  Companaaton 
Pica  natosliSoKaBaaca  and  nacesanoto  rianpai1aM.Cofaacl  lam  at  6014084000  or 


rectly  to  support  victim  recovery 
in  partnership  with  local  Baptist 
churches  and  associations. 

’Donations  may  be  made  on¬ 
line  at  mbcb.org/giving/.  Checks 
made  payable  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  des- 
iciated  'Hurricane  RelieT  on 
the  memo  line,  may  be  mailed  to 
MBCB,  P.O.  ^x  530,  Jackson, 
MS  3920s-05:}0.’ 

Gann  also  said  cfaurcb-lD-cfaurcii 
peitnerships  are  curroriy  being 
eslabiisheo  through  the  Soudnn 
Baptist  Conwnbon's  North  Aimi- 
can  Missian  Board  (MAMB)  in  Al¬ 
pharetta.  Ga.  For  mote  infatmatni 
and  to  sim  up  your  chunh,  visit 


M879  bunyhowtbyxoffl _ 

lOVEHENT.  CTAMB)  OAM,  HE 

Mi  Sstiran  "OM".  KSIGM.  FASnCATION:  REPSIR 
Mowmmri.  com  or  cri  <*  001. 

■s.  Stow  t  MVTOM  or  oil  081410.1300 
•^oo*.  OATUNMM  RamL  Crim  SO&KM 
UtonObMh  Co^toctn^«^2-e«>1orEmatp<M7SSo 
_ _  MtnM  far  fatomaion  aid  bootoriQ 


Meanwhile,  U.S.  Presideiit 
Donald  Iriiinp  and  Pitk  Lady 
Melania  Triimb  met  at  Ihe  White 
Houk  in  Washington,  D.C..  with 
NAMB  President  Kevin  Eoil  and 
representatives  of  the  American 
Rra  Cross  and  Salvmion  Army. 
NAMB  ooordinatn  Southern 
Baptist  Disaster  Rriief. 

1  am  thankful  that  the  Trunui 
administratioa  has  prieaidaeft 
this  relief  effort  and  fm  the  val¬ 
ues  they  are  placiiig  on  the  role 
toith  groups  can  play.’  Ezell  saki 
prior  to  the  meeting.  "Southern 
Baptists  have  a  great  opportuni¬ 
ty  here  to  meet  needs,  .share  the 
love  of  Christ,  and  demonstrate 
our  faith  in  action.’ 


Submission  Guidelines 

Ths  Baptitt  Bscotd  is  pisssad  to  publish  news  and 
Iriosoipaphs  at  apscial  awsntt  that  taka  ptaca  in  oooparaling 
chutetMS  of  tfw  Missisaippi  Baptist  Convention.  Naws  itarrw 
■nl/or  photographs  dapicting  banefrts  and  activitiex  for  sacular 
hr  otMaida  orgmiizations  will  not  ba  publithad. 

Pnianad  mathod:  n^s  may  be  submittad  alactrooically 
to  the  »«nad  addtaas  bakMV.  and  must  be  inckidad  in  the 
masssgi  aagmam  of  an  atnail  form.  Secondary  method:  newt 
may  ha  typnwriitan  or  neatly  pniiiad  on  8  1/2  by  114n<ri  ps- 
hsr  and  wills  cl.  All  arhclas  must  ba  racaivad  in  writing:  no  ar- 
Mss  wN  ba  accepted  owar  the  talaphona  Due  to  sver-presant 
vkvisthraata.  no  text  attachments  vnO  ba  accepted  Photograph 
Mtachmaiaa  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  mafaa  articles  ootKzse.  Include  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
edfhOiS  and  talaphone  number 

Phmagrapht  muat  be  submitted  eiectronicallv  via  email,  as 
■ttehbmenis  si  JPEG  format.  Hard  .copy  photographs  maded 
through  tha  pootal  larviee  wW  not  ba  accaptad.  Photographs 
meet  be  dear,  sharp,  aitd  welHighted  Photographs  must  deptcl 
people.  No  landKape.  budding.,  or  ofatactonly  photographs  will 
he  prirsed.  Photographs  oontasimg  siappropriate  gessures  and 
ohiecfaonable  efodang  wd  not  bo  published  Cell  phone  photo 
0r»pt»  and  other  low  laaokition  rtems  that  do  rxk  loprodocc  well 
onnpwsprini  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/  or  photographs 
iml  be  published,  and  unsokciled  material  wiH  not  be 
epknowlsdgad  or  returned  All  news  items  are  sub|ect  to 
adding,  and  ad  photographs  are  subtect  to  cropping  News 
dams  and/or  pbotographa  can  be  published  one  tune  only 
Deedkne  for  submitbng  naws  is  one  week  poor  to  requested 
PvdjNeation  date.  Arliclae  that  are  not  datesonsitive  will  be 
Whhdved  on  a  ipaoa-availebte  bans  These  guidelines  are 

not  meant  to  be  eahaueiiva 

Sutandt  naws  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  Box  530,  Jackson 
MS  8020843630  FAX:  (601)  292-3,130  Email  bapfistrecord* 
mbeb.otg. 
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BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 


Th«  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.The  couples  must  be  ntature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meah  while  on  duty.  The  primary  jtjb  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  bmily  living  for  children  and  youth  residents  .They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  ai>d  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  lautHfry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as- 
signed.  However,  alt  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  heaith.They  must  be  cooperative  and  conv 
fortabie  working  in  a  team  envirorKnent. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922- 
2242. 

A  complete  job  description  artd  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  wwwi>aptistchildrer.s«i,f^v.com. 
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Confrontation  •  Exodus  7:1-13 


I  pushed  button  number  four  on  the 
car’s  CD  player,  £ast  forwarded  to  track 
ei^  ana  tum^  Ibe  vohime  up.  The 
music  begins  .  .  .  *Gloiy  bottle',  written 
by  Micbad  W.  Smith,  ‘is  a  stirring  song 
wmicfa  Smith  san  represents  spiritual 
wBifote.  This-antnem  is  a  dash  between 
good  and  evil,  darkness  and  lig^  The 
arrangement  becomes  imposing,  but  to¬ 
ward  the  e^  the  dark  notes  vanish  and 
the  light,  air  sounds  dominate.  The  tune 
seems  headed  for  a  quiet  ending  hut 
it’s  not  an  ending,  only  a  luQ,  as  Smidi 
thrusts  us  right  back  into  battle  %vith  driv- 
ing  beats  and  racing  strings'  (NRTEAM 
Reviews,  www.newsreiea8etodayxoin// 
album).  This  instrumental  composition 
could  nave  been  Moses’ theme  song  as  be 
marched  forward  widi  God. 

Exodus  5  is  Mows’  fost  encounter 
with  Pharaon,  h  didnT  go  weQ,  and  Moses 
became  disoauraged.  b  the  next  diapter 
God  makes  His  promises  to  Moses:  I  am 
aoveieign  (v.  i)  ;  I  am  who  keeps  cov¬ 
enant  (va.  2-5) ;  I  am  the  one  who  wiB  re¬ 
deem  (v.  6);  I  am  the  one  who  wiH  adopt 
(v.  7);  I  am  the  one  who  will  give  you  an 
inheritaDoe  (v.8).  Chapter  7  brings  Moses 
boldly  before  Pharaoh  presenting  tbe  first 


sign.  The  confiontation  between  Moses 
and’ Pharaoh  was  about  God’s  power,  au- 
thmity  and  tbe  work  of  redemption. 

As  we  opm  Chapter  7  we  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  listen  toGodexpL'mHis  stiat- 
«y  (7:i-5)-  Moses  would  be  ’lise  a  god  to 
rbamh  (v.i  ESV).  He  was  Gods  am¬ 
bassador,  actii%  upon  (fod’s  commands. 
Aaron  would  be  a  prophet  for  M’jses’ and 
act  as  God’s  mouttipwoe,  speaking  what 
God  com- 
manded. 

Then  we 
re^  ‘But  I 
win  harden 
Pharaoh’s 
heart  .  .  . 
and  be  wifi 
not  listen  to 
(v.  3)- 
This  state¬ 
ment  has 
becooM  a  source  of  contention  among 
Christians.  Did  Pharaoh  have  a  cboic^ 
We  see  God  hardening  Pharaoh's  heart 
(9:12;  10:20,  27;  11:10),  Pharaoh  hard¬ 
ening  his  own  heart  (8:15,  32),  and  Pha¬ 
raoh  s  heart  being  hardened  without 
defining  the  source  (7:22:  8:19;  9:7,  35). 


From  John  Piter’s  sermon  tided,  “The 
Hardening  of  Pharaoh  and  the  Hope  of 
the  World':  ‘Behind  ‘self-hardening’ 
and  the  ‘being  hardened'  is  the  plan  and 
purpose  of  Gm  It  is  not  described  as  a 
res^nse  to  what  Pharaoh  does,  but  as  a 
sovereign  rule  over  what  Pharaoh  does' 
(see  Rcmians  9:17-18).  God  is  working  in 
this  world  so  ^  will  recognize  His  power 
and  sovereign  rule. 

Then  we 
read,' Moses 
and  Aaron 
did  so;  they 
did  just  as 
the  LORD 
commanded 
them”  (v.  6). 
Ihej'  hilly 
obe^!  “An 
important 
pattern  Ibr 
an  who  attempt  to  obey  Goo.  Obedience 
to  God's  can  does  not  mean  everything  win 
be  easy.  It  may  mean  hardship,  suffering, 
and  persecution'  (Tony  Menda,  Chrfet- 
Centeied  Exposition-Exodus).  At  age  80 
and  83  respectively,  these  men  answered 
God’s  can,  walking  by  faith  with  each  .step 


required.  No  matter  our  age,  God  wfll  em¬ 
power  and  grace  us  with  the  ability  to  do 
Mis  work. 

Chapter  7  finishes  with  the  first  sign 
aad  wonder  fiom  God:  changing  the  st^ 
into  a  snake.  Pharaoh’s  magicians  dis¬ 
played  a  similar  wonder.  God’s  power  was 
demonstrated  when  the  snake  from  Aar¬ 
on's  staff  consumed  the  snakes  of  the  ma¬ 
gicians.  Plagues  two  through  nine  arc  de¬ 
tailed  through  the  end  of  chapter  10.  Note: 
"There  were  about  eight  major  deities  in 
Kept,  aU  clustered  ab^t  three  great  natu- 
rau  forces  of  Eg>ptian  life:  The  Nile  River, 
the  land  aixl  the  sky ..  .The  first  two  plagues 
were  against  the  gcvds  of  the  Nile,  ihe  next 
four  pfagues  were  against  the  land  gods. 
The  final  four  plagui»  were  against  the 
gixls  of  the  sliy,  cuLninating  the  death  of 
the  firstborn'  states  Janies  Boyce  (Ryken, 
Exodus,-2i6). 

The  battle  is  the  LORD’S  and  it  was 
won  at  Calvaiy.  Let’s  join  Smitty  in  .sing¬ 
ing,  Tm  coming  back  to  the  heart  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  it’s  all  about  you.  It’s  all  about 
you,  Jesus  . . ,' 

lathers  is  a  member  cif  First  Church, 
Madison. 


Demons  •  Mark  9:17-29 


Let’s  start  with  a  strong  teadung  fiom 
JeauB  in  today’s  text  that  vou  or  ai^  other 
beiievier  in  Cnriet  can  app^  immechateiy . 

‘After  be  had  boik  into  tbe  bocw, 
iui  diadples  asked  him  privmdy,  *wW 
oouldnT  we  drive  it  (the  deaf  and  dumb 
domoo]  outP  And  be  told  them.  This  kiiid 
can  oocne  out  ^  notfaing  but  ptayer,'* 
Mark  (CSB) 

WI&  ton/s  Bible  leeaan  dealc  with 
demons,  I  want  to  look  first  at  Jesus’ 
teaching  about  prayer.  Specific^,  1 
warn  tolook  at  tbep^  pra)«  has  in  our 
exercising  our  God  givea  calhngs.  You 
remember  that  Jesus  had  sent  the  apos¬ 
tles  out  in  Mark  3:13-1$  “to  preach  and 
to  have  authority  to  drive  out  demons  * 
This  assignment  from  Jesus  to  drive  out 
demons  was  a  cause  of  great  confusion  to 
them  when  they  ooukl  not  drive  the  spirit 
out  in  this  story. 

William  Baiefay  in  his  commentary’  on 
Mark  eimfains  it  this  way:  When  Jesus  an¬ 
swered  me  apostles  that  this  type  of  cure 
demaixied  praya.  He  was  in  effoct  say¬ 
ing  “You  don't  live  dose  enough  to  Goa’ 
Tniey  had  been  equipped  with  powCT,  but 
it  neBdedptayer  to  k^  and  maintain  that 
power.  Tnere  is  a  deep  lesson  for  us  here. 
God  may  have  given  us  some  gift,  but  un- 
leas  we  maintam  dose  contact  with  Him 
that  ^  may  wither  and  dia  That  is  true  of 
aiiy  gift.  Gm  may  give  0  man  great  natii- 


nd  gifts  as  a  pread^,  but  toiiess  a  man 
maintains  contact  with  Go  J.  he  may  in  tltf 
end  become  only  a  man  of  vrords  and  not  a 
man  of  power.' 

Barclay’s  interpretation  of  Jesus’ 
teacfaiog  on  the  povwer  for  healing  com¬ 
ing  through  pra;^r  is  powerfuL  It  also 
has  direct  application  to  many  of  you 
reading  this  Bible  lesson  previewptepar- 
ing  to  teach  God's  word  to  your  class  this 
Sunday.  I  am  convinced  that  as  surely 
as  Goa  calls  preachers  and  pastors  he 
calls  Sun¬ 
day  School  ' 
teachers. 

Let’s 
look  at  the 
context  in 
which  Jesus 
taught  about 
prayer,  be¬ 
cause  this  fT 
passage  is 
nill  of  other 

lessoi»,  too.  The  disciples  were  em¬ 
barrass^  when  they  coiudn’t  drive  the 
demon  out.  The  father  was  desperate 
because  the  demon  in  his  son  was  try¬ 
ing  to  badly  injure  or  even  kUl  him.  rhis 
is  what  the  father  told  Jesus  about  hLs 
son.  'He  has  a  spirit  that  makes  him  un¬ 
able  to  .speak.  Whenever  it  seizes  him.  it 
throws  him  down,  and  he  foams  at  the 


mouth,  grinds  his  teeth,  and  becomes 
rigid,’  Mark  9:i7b-i8a. 

To  understand  the  terrible  reality 
caused  by  this  demon  posaession  of  the 
son,  let's  see  the  complete  desperation 
that  comes  fiom  the  father  when  he  said, 
‘If  you  can  do  anythiog,  have  compassion 
on  us  and  help  us,*  Mark  9:22b  (CSB).  Je¬ 
sus  quickiy  demonstrated  His  compassion 
by  both  word  and  deed. 

As  tbe  curious  crowd  surged  in,  Jesus 
“rebuked  the  unclean  spirit,  saying  to  it 
(the  demon]. 
You  mute 
and  deaf 

spirit,  1  com¬ 
mand  you: 
Come  out 
of  him  and 
never  enter 
him  again.’ 
Then  it  came 
out.  shriek¬ 
ing  and 

throw-ing  him  into  terrible  consruLsions. 
The  bo>’  became  like  a  corpse,'  Mark  9: 
25-26  (C5B) 

There  are  details  in  this  acuHint  that 
answer  some  important  questions. 

t.  Some  may  ask:  dki  Jcmis  believe  tliat 
(leiiHins  are  real? 

a.  J«ius  iineqiirvocallv  ronunanded 
the  mute  and  deaf  demon,  "Come 
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out  of  him  and  never  enter  him 
again,'  Mark  9:25  (CSB). 
b.  Jesus  carefully;  tau^t  the  disciples 
how  to  deal  vvith  efanons  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  instruction  time  in  verses  28 
and  29.  Something  He  would  ^>nlv 
have  done  fur  a  red  problem.  Look 
again  at  what  the  Lord  told  the 
apostles:  "After  he  had  gone  into 
the  house,  his  disciples  asked  him 
privately ,  'Why  couldn’t  we  drive  it 
out?' 

"And  he  told  them.  This  kind  can 
come  out  by  nothing  but  prayer,’* 
Mark  9:28-29((SB). 

2.  Jesus’  total  real  power  over  demons 
is  shown  in  a  couple  of  wavs  ii,  this 
lustorically  acetuate  ;.ccount, 
a  The  dev’il's  demon  immetliately  rec¬ 
ognized  and  flared  Jesus  (iirisl. 
Look  into  verse  20. 
b.  The  son  was  aimpletely  and  per¬ 
manently  heaiixl  of  di'inon  (xisscs- 
sioii. 

The  point  is  .lesuv  (.hrist.  .Satan,  and 
ik'inons  ate  leal.  But  .Satan,  (k'nions,  and 
Satan’s  foUowcrs  are  kvsi-rs  they  liave  al 
rtady  lost,  ,  ’ 

Jesus  (hri.sl  is  iIh’  eternal  winjier.  Von 
can  clxsise Christ  aiHl  !»•  a  winiwr,  t(«> 

Hicks  is  .As^KHituiihil  Missions  Dins- 
tor  fiir.  tasjier  As*a  S’/i  if  ion . 


EZELL 

cont  ftvm  p  1 

After  a  25"ininute  private 
meeting  in  tbe  f>val  OflSce 
with  president  and  First 
Lady  Melania  Trump,  report¬ 
ers  were  invited  in  for  an  im- 
pfomptu  update  about  relief 
efforts  in  Texas. 

“W«  are  pleavd  to  receive 
an  update  from  Oail,  David, 
and  Kevin  on  tbe  work  fjf  the 
Red  Ooss,  Salvation  Anny.  and 


Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Re- 
Uef,*  TrumD  told  reporters. 

*The  feoera!  government  is 
on  the  ground  bringing  its  sig- 
mheant  resources  to  h^,  and 
I  ^^TUit  to  assure  these  organiza¬ 
tions.  and  the  others  invoKed. 
that  we  will  continue  to  coordi¬ 
nate  with  them  and  bring  all  of 
the  relief  and  the  comfort  and 
everything  else  that  we  abso- 
hitefy  can  to  the  (»ulf  Coast.*  the 
president  said 

In  his  remarks  at  the  briefing. 
Ezell  spotlighted  partnerships 


that  make  suc  h  n'spoascw  petssi- 
ble.  “We" re  three  different  orga¬ 
nizations  but  work  best  as  one'/ 
sakl,  referring  to  tbe  SBDK 
partnersliip  with  Ainerican  Red 
Cross  and  the  Salvation  Am\y. 

‘'Hk*  jo>  of  this  Ls  we  really  do 
IcK'k  arms  and  have  the  capacity 
to  feed  (wer  400.0<M>  pe<»ple  a 
day."  he  stresiscsi. 

Ezell  a|so  thanked  Trump 
tor  the  role  the  Feiieral  Emer¬ 
gency  Management  Agency 
( KEMA)  has  played  during  thi.*< 
and  other  crises. 


“V\e  have  come  (hnxigli 
many  disasters,  and  lhe\  tuve 
done  a  fanta.stic  ji>h  of  stepping 
up  to  the  plate  and  bt'mg  i»rt* 
pared  and  allowing  us  to  volnn- 
Iwr  in  the  w-;i>  we  re  pre^Tannl  to 
fkf."  f>i'II  saia 

After  the  tAlute  lloust*  nui*t 
ing.  Ezell  said  Ik*  w-i*-  stan  k  l>> 
how  persotuiIK  encaged  in  the 
relief  effort  an*  Iwitn  inimp  and 
hjs  wife. 

"I  was  grateful  tlie«t>rn 

passion  il^  express'd  toward 
those  who  fiave  been  impn('t<*it 


h>  thj.s."  K/olI  siUti  “It  wa.s  genii 
im*  eomiKivsiotj.  Yon  can  tei)  the 
first  lath  reallv  Urn  mnv»*<i 
bv  this,  « 

“()ur  faith  efuii;>ei.s  ns  tos«rve 
thoM'  in  nmi.  Southern  ILiptlsts 
wen*  inviti*d  ben*  htraus** 
we  have  a  ^  year  rei-f  >rit  of  ht'lp 
mg  fKsiple  in  times  of  dis^ister 
“When  w«*  all  work  tocher 
aiMl  aMijK’ratc.  thjit  s  vrry  fM»w 
erfiil  My  pravt‘r  is  that  S<mtnern 
Baptists  will  {“rmtinne  partner 
mg  to  infrt  the  gnvit  fM*<sls  m 
.Jkuth  Tex.is  " 
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Ky.  pastor  proves 


ELEVEN  KILLED  —  Maidugun.  th«  caprtsl  city  of  Bomo  in  northaasiem  Nigaria.  is  a  fraquant 
sita  of  suicida  bombings,  incraasingly  carriad  out  by  young  gkis  capturad  and  usad  by  Boko 
Haram.  A  suicida  bombar  dalonated  a  vast  in  Fabruary  m  Maidugun  white  in  a  convoy  of  civihan 
trucks,  part  of  an  attack  that  kilted  11  pacpte,  UNICEF  raportad.  (BP  photo  courtasy  of  UNICEF) 


Islamic  terrorists  increase  use 
o1  children  as  suicide  bombers 


more  than  20,000  squate 
miles  in  northeast  Higena. 

Children  who  manage  to 
escape  Boko  Haram's  grasp 
are  often  feared  and  rqected 
when  th^  return  home  and 
tiy  to  reintegrate  into  their 
communities.  Their  plight 
is  also  complicated  bv  food 
shorties  and  msunutri- 
tion  in  the  region  including 
NiMria,  Niger,.  Cameroon, 
and  Chad. 

In  northeast  Nigeria  alone, 
up  to  4^,000  children  are  at 
nsk  of  severe  malnutrition 
this  year,  UNICEF  said. 

At  the  Oslo  Humanitar¬ 
ian  Conference  on  Nigeria 
and  the  Lake  Chad  Remon 
in  Februa^,  donors  pledged 
$670  million  to  help  an  es¬ 
timated  17  million  people 
focing  food  shortages  in 
the  region,  the  Unit^  Na¬ 
tions  reported. 

The  UN  estimated  about 
10.7  million  people  needed 
immediate  humanitarian  as¬ 
sistance,  including  8.^  mil¬ 
lion  in  northeastern  Nigeria. 
Boko  Haram  violence  was 
cited  as  the  main  cause  of 
the  food  shortages. 

The  terrorists  have  killed 
between  20,000  and  25,000 
people  since  2009  andhave 
displaced  millions  more, 
according  to  official  esti¬ 
mates.  feko  Haram,  which 
has  pledged  allegiance  to 
the  Islamic  State,  originally 
targei'd  Christians  but  has. 
also  killed  moderate  Mus¬ 
lims.  government  officials, 
and  civilians. 


NORTHEAST  NIGERIA 

(|9P|  -  Tlte  uae  of  children 
as  suicide  bombers  by  Is¬ 
lamic  terroriats  Boko  Ha- 
ram  is  at  an  aU-time  high  in 
the  Lake  Chad  region  that 
includes  northeast  Nigeria 
and  neighborii^  countries, 
the  United  Nations  Intema- 
tional  Children's  Emergency 
Fund  (UNICEF)  reportM  on 
Aug.  22.  UNICEF  gave  no  reason 

The  jihadists  have  mur-  fot  increased  abuse  of 
dered  at  least  83  children  children,  but  Boko  Haram 
since  January  strapping  began  u«Ing  more  suicide 
them  whh  bomba  More  bombers  m  general  in  late 
aendiitt  them  into  puUic  >016  after  the  Nigerian  mili- 
gatbei^  plaim  and  deto-  ta^  announc^  a  technical 
nariag  me  ezploatvea,  UW-  deieat  of  the  jihadists.  A  re- 
CEFsakd  in  its  press  release,  gional  miliUn  force  had  ao 
About  55  of  the  victhns  weakened  Boko  Haram  that 
were  girls  under  the  age  of  15.  It  could  only  launch  isolated 
as  gira  are  often  raped  aw  attacks  Iw  suicide  bombs, 
became  pregnant  in  Boko  Nigerian  President  Muham- 
Haram  captirtty,  UNICEF  re-  madu  Buhari  bad  claimed, 
ported.  At  least  one  girl  was  In  recent  roontlte.  Boko 
much  younger  tluui  a  teen-  Haram  has  managed  to  am- 
ant,  and  the  remaining  27  bush  entire  villages,  accord- 
victimt  wwe  txm.  ing  to  news  reports  ftom  the 

‘The  use  ot  children  in  regkm  including  Chad,  Niger, 
this  way  is  an  atrocity,*  UNI-  and  Cameroon. 

CEF  said  in  the  report.  *Chil-  As  recently  as  July,  Boko 
dren  used  as  'homan  bomba'  Haram  killea  at  least  83  ci- 
are,  above  tH,  victims,  vilians  and  soldiers  in  two 
noj^rpetrstors.*  separate  attacks  in  northeast 

lilp  numbers  for  leaa  than  Nigeria,  including  an  ambush 
eight  months  of  2017  are  a  snd  suicide  bombings.  How- 
drastic  increase  over  the  30  ever,  the  Itlrmic  jihadists 
Mfled  as  suicide  bombers  in  have  not  been  able  to  rees- 
all  of  aoi6,  UNICEF  noteiL  tablish  any  caliphatea  in  its 
as  well  as  the  56  in  2015  and  quest  to  subject  cithena  to 
four  in  2014.  strict  Sharia  (Islamic)  law. 

In  UNfCEFs  earlier  report  At  its  strongest  point  in 
in  April,  Boko  Haram  ud  early  2015,  Boko  Hiiram  held 


The  useDf  children  in 
this  way  is  an  atrocity. 
Children  used  as  'htJF 
man  bombs'  are.  above 
all,  victifis,  not  perpetra¬ 
tors.' 

UNICEF  rMort 


